Cultural Stereotyping In
the American News
Entertainment Media

The Imagistic and FORMULAIC

Framing of the “Self” and the
“Other.”

(And how to avoid it)




Cultural Stereotypes and Story-Telling ¢

» Stereotypes are a central part of
nearly ALL stories!

« STORY TOOLS: Quick/ldentifiable >

quickest “meaning-making” comes out of
oppositional forces

« EMPHASIZE Dramatic Tensions
* Frequently represent the EXTREMES of our

Cultural Biases.
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- THE COMPLETE SCRIPTS

- Frequently “normed” and therefore largely
Invisible to consumers AND producers of media

* Information Overload +

* Quick Stories +

* Lack of context

* Unidimensional +

* Uninformed populace +

* Humor (All comedy all the time)+
* Extreme Solutions+




Framing of NEWS STEREOTYPES

Baseline Biases of MOST media organizations

=>» Bias #1: Nationalistic/Patriotic Political-
Editorial Bias— News/Media almost always
reinforce the Government on foreign policy
issues. News Patriotism. Largely “invisible”

=» Bias #2: Corporate Consumer Culture Bias.
Audiences->Advertisers: 70%-30% split
(ads vs. news). PRO BUSINESS + PRO
TECHNOLOGY

=>» Bias #3: News slants/angles create-
reinforce Mainstream Cultural
Biases/Viewpoints
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le're some of the nearly 12 million undocumented immigrants
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POLEMICS: Dramatic/Confrontational Divisional TI
DRAMATIC and Oppositional Polemics through
IMAGES, HEADLINES, and EDITORIAL SLANTS THE

TRANSGENDER
TIPPING

Gender: He-She-They
Politics: Conservative vs. Liberal

Age: Children — Tweens — Adults — Elderly

= =

_ Christians vs. Muslims;
Believers vs. Non-believers

o

Race: Black vs. White

6. Economics/Income/Cla$$: Elites of
Society vs. Common People

7. NATIONALISTIC: US vs. Them

Obama's New Boss 2« McCain vs. Brzezinski - B,

TIME

Millennials are lazy, entitled narcissists
who still live with their parents

Whytheyllsave usall

WHAT HAS CHANGED.
WHATHASNT. -«




NATIONAL NEWS: Time Magazine as an AGENDA
SETTER for NEWS & American Foreign Policy

MTime Magazine = News for the “common
man”

MHenry Luce—Founder (1923)

¥ National & GLOBAL ADVERTISING (FULL
COLOR)

M Mainstream News Digesi— One sitting.

¥ The News/Ad SPLIT (30%/70%) o __
F to

¥ PHOTO/IMAGE CENTRIC PUBLICATIONS the pauso that refeshes’

MAmerica First (er)!! (Ardent -
Nationalism/Patriotism). ) -

SAUCERS

M Centrist Editorial Slant.

M“American Exceptionalism”: United
States is the “Guiding light of Freedom
and Democracy worldwide.”

MLife Magazine (1936) = American Family
Culture, Society, Fashion, Trends

APRIL 7.1852



TIME-LIFE MEDIA EMPIRE

SETS THE MEDIA AGENDAS OPERATIONALLY & IDEOLOGICALLY

MTIME-LIFE MEDIA EMPIRE AGENDA SETTING FOR NEARLY
ALL US MEDIA | POLITICALLY, OPERATIONALLY, and
IDEOLOGICALLY

—TLM = TIME-WARNER GLOBAL MEDIA—Now
Charter/Spectrum Communications

—POLITICIZED MEDIA/NEWS OUTLETS
—But the AVG AMERICAN doesn’t know it.
— CNN-FOX-MSNBC
—USA Today

—Newsweek, US News and World Report and nearly all
American national news magazines

—NYTIMES-WASH POST-Boston Globe among many others...



Fortune Magazine (1930->) | FOPTUNE
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CASSIUS—HIS FIGHT AND HIS FUTURE

SPORTS ILLUSTRATED Magazine (1954->)

Most covers by athlete, 1954-2016 ﬁﬁrtﬁ I i

Athlete Sport  Number of covers e Y E‘X

Michael Jordan VBasketbaIIVSO . - 3 ,\
Muhammad Al Boxing 40 P U
LeBron James Basketball 25 N
Tiger Woods Golf 24

Magic Johnson Basketball 23

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Basketball 22

Tom Brady Football 20

Most covers by sport, 1954-2009

Sport Number of covers
Baseball-MLB 628
Pro Football-NFL 550
Pro Basketball-NBA | 325
College Football 202
College Basketball | 181
Golf 155

MPETITOR,
ULTIMATE TEAMMATE
LIVING LA VIDA BRADY
(Avoc ay

Boxing 134

oA THE CARDINALS’
Ice hockey 100 I11 /AWIEDRIDE

HIS CAREER
BY THE
(ridiculous)
NUMBERS

Off the Field
FAMILY AND
= FASHION

Track and Field 99

Tennis 78
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BRITTNEY GRINER’S
3 HOMECOMING \ing . May 22023

=% Kelly  Mark Mix Love
and Work on Live!
“It's a Dream Come True” & W s
iy \ 4 f~4 g; Tori & Dean’s Marriage Crisis
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\ :éﬁ - WHAT'S REALLY HAPPENING

he private family moments
ate’s spectacular style
arry’s arrival—and early: e

S¥ . Emotional Details
iy, 3 MONTHS
&\ AFTER HIS

R e = SNOWPLOW
Drew Barrymore’s Ne#N “ACCIDENT

Emotional Journey

.

Incredible
Recovery

Crushed while saving his nephew,
the Marvel star nearly died. Now he's
leaming to walk again and determined
to heal for his daughter and family

April 24,2023
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What's reolly driving
the civil war that’s tearing
the MiddleEast apart
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Bilingual Brains / After Trayvon / The End of Chemo?
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1IME

THE POPE
CONFRONTS

ISL(:M

How Benedict XVI's first

visit to a Muslim nation could
reshape the debate between
Islam and the West

BY DAVID VAN BIEMA
& JEFF ISRAELY




(And how to avoid it)
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ELECTRIC VEHICLES | |

BECOME
RICHEST MAN

BUY
TWITTER |

LAUNCH
ROCKET

BRING ROCKET
BACK

IMPLANT HUMAN
BRAIN CHIP

GET TRUMP
ELECTED

WORK FROM
MAR-A-LAGO

SLASH
$2 TRILLION

FLYTO
MARS

WHAT'S NEXT ON
HIS TO-DO LIST?
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Person of theYear

DONALD
TRUMP

PRESIDENT
OF THE
DIVIDED STATES
OF AMERICA

LAY

THERE’S A
RIGHT WAY

TO REOPEN
AMERICA.

MAY 25, 2020

time.com



MAY 27, 2024

AUG. 26, 2024

time.com
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THE YEAR'S MOST

L]

7 SURPRISING MOVIE
FINDS HUMANITY
IN THE ICONIC DOLL

Hari Nef, Alexandra Shipp,
Margot Robbie, Issa Rae,
and Kate McKinnon

all appear as Barbie




